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THE FUTURE IS DETERMINED TODAY  

 in this issue: 

Belarus experience in applying substitution 

therapy will be useful to other countries, says Ms. 

Helen Clark, UNDP Administrator, Deputy UN 

Secretary General, who visited Belarus on 28-31 

May. It is the first visit to Belarus by the Head of 

the United Nations Development Program.  

During her visit Ms. Clark also attended the 

presentation of the UNDP projects and visited the 

drug substitution therapy office based in Minsk 

Oblast Clinical Center “Psychiatry- Narcology”.  
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Michael Kazachkin, Special Envoy of the UN 
Secretary General for HIV/ AIDS in Eastern 
Europe and Central Asia says, “How is it possible 
to decrease the epidemic coverage, for example, 
among drug addicts? It is reduction of harm! 
Exchange of syringes, substitution therapy and 
antiretroviral therapy altogether have already 
solved the problem in West Europe, and in my 
country – France – there are no more new cases (of 
HIV-infection – editor’s note) among people using 
drugs, less than 1 %”.    

 

Elena Fisenko, Chief of the HIV/ AIDS Prevention 
Department of the Republican Center for 
Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health, adds, 
“Today people of older generation, who are over 40 
and who are not used to seeing HIV-infection as a 
threat to their health get infected. If all of us follow 
the rules of safe behavior, we will achieve the global 
goal – the generation without HIV”. 

 

Evgeny Spevak, Board member of the Belarusian 
Community of People living with HIV, says, “I 
myself have been living with HIV for 18 years 
already. Every time on this day one thought occurs 
to me – let it be so that next year there will be none 
of close people of mine who will die from AIDS. Let it 
be so that there will be no one at all who will die 
from lack of treatment, from late diagnosis or from 
belated treatment. I believe that today there has 
been provided everything necessary for HIV-infected 
people to die a natural death, simply from aging”. 
 

Sergei Kruchinin, Chairman of the Expert Council 
of the Information Strategy on HIV/ AIDS in 
Belarus, says, “Just last year the Information 
Strategy Expert Council addressed the mass media 
and the general public urging them not to call the 
day of commemoration of people who died from 
AIDS as the ‘Victims Memorial Day’. The word 
‘victims’ has an implied meaning of some feeling of 
helplessness and the feeling that a person cannot 
change anything. But it is not true! Today we repeat 
our call and we hope that it will get a response”.  

Evgenia Alekseeva, “FOCUS-MEDIA” Fund 
Director, says, “We say to ourselves that these 
people are not victims but people who are born, live 
and die. And due to the fact that they died from such 
a disease that we can and must prevent, or at least, 
prevent lethal cases from this disease, I consider this 
day to be especially important”.  

Vera Ilyenkova, UNAIDS National Program 
Officer in Belarus, says, “Now it is quite important 
to unite our efforts to provide all people in need with 
antiretroviral therapy and finally bring closer the 
day, when we will be able to talk about the end of the 
epidemic”.  

 
Olga Atroshchenko, UNDP Program Officer, “It is 
not for the first time that we celebrate the 
International Aids Candlelight Memorial Day this 
year. Every time we try to look at this problem from 
another perspective. Every time we try to talk about 
it in a different way so as to work together towards 
life quality improvement for those who are 
diagnosed as HIV-positive so that we continue to 
walk hand in hand with them in life”.  

 

Liudmila Naroichik, Deputy Chief Doctor of the 
Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology 
and Public Health, says, “People should be sincere 
and should adequately contribute to the solution of 
this problem”.   
 
 

 Helen Clark, UNDP Administrator, supported MST program in 

Belarus  

 The message of 2014 AIDS Candlelight Memorial Day in 

Belarus, “Do not call people who died from AIDS victims!”  

 The Information Strategy on HIV/AIDS in Belarus and UNDP TV 

series “Above the Sky” have been presented at the 4th 

Conference on HIV/AIDS in Eastern Europe and Central Asia in 

Moscow  

 

UNDP ADMINISTRATOR HELEN CLARK SUPPORTED MST PROGRAM IN BELARUS 

Ms. Clark noted that the substitution 
therapy program is a catalyst of solving a 
wide range of issues in the public health 
sector. Ms. Helen Clark says, “I am grateful to 
the Ministry of Health of the Republic of 
Belarus for their support of this program 
and their contribution to its implementation, 
because it is not done in all countries. The 
program like that is an important 
component of HIV prevalence prevention, 
and besides, it helps patients become a full-
fledged member of society. The  experience 
of the substitution therapy centers operating 
in Belarus is really impressive, and we hope 
it will be extended.”  

 
The drug substitution 

therapy program has been 
implemented in the Republic of 
Belarus since 2007 within the 
framework of the UNDP projects/ 
Global Fund to fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria grants. 
There are 18 substitution therapy 
offices in Belarus with 1,000 
patients undergoing the therapy. 
According to the survey of socio-
economic efficiency of applying 
substitution therapy in Gomel 
region for 5 years, every dollar 
invested in the program helps the 
country save 6 dollars. Besides, 
during the substitution therapy 
application in Belarus the number 
of people, who continue to use 
drugs, has reduced;    

 
 
 
the HIV-infection risk has 

reduced among the participants of 
the substitution therapy program (1 
new case of HIV has been detected 
for 5 years (sexually transmitted 
infection case); during the whole 
period of implementing the 
substitution therapy program the 
number of employed patients has 
more than doubled. The annual 
mortality rate among the patients of 
the substitution therapy program 
decreased twice as compared with 
the group of drug addicts 
supervised by the narcological 
service in Gomel region.   

 

Photo: Olga Atroshchenko, UNDP Program Officer, presents UNDP projects/ 
Global Fund grants to Helen Clark, UNDP Administrator  

 
Photo: Farid Karakhanov, UNDP Deputy Resident Representative in Belarus, Ivan Konorazov, Chief Narcologist  of the Ministry of Health, 

Liudmila Andreeva,  Chief Doctor of Minsk Regional Clinical Center “Psychiatry-Narcology”, Helen Clark, UNDP Administrator, Vasily Zharko, Minister of 
Health of Belarus, Olivier Adam, UNDP Deputy Regional Director, Sanaka Samarasinha, UN Resident Coordinator/ UNDP Resident Representative in Belarus 
(photos taken by Alexandr Didevich, BELTA)  



  
2014 WORLD ICE HOCKEY 

CHAMPIONSHIP GAMES ON 18 MAY  WERE 
DEDICATED TO THE INTERNATIONAL AIDS 

CANDLELIGHT MEMORIAL DAY  
 

René Fasel, President of the International Ice Hockey Federation, expressed his 

gratitude to the organizations united by the International AIDS Candlelight Memorial 

Day, for their hard work carried out during all these years to raise awareness about HIV 

epidemic and status of people living with HIV today, “People worldwide hope to 

overcome this complex disease, and we are sure that the goal «Zero HIV ” will be 

reached with the support of international organizations and such actions as this one”.   
 

 

Photo: René Fasel, President of the International Ice Hockey Federation 

 

Photo: Sergei Kruchinin, Chairman of the Expert Council of the Information 

Strategy on HIV/ AIDS in Belarus and Alesya Gribok, TV  presenter and the actress 

from the “Above the Sky” 

 

На фото: актриса сериала «Выше 
неба», телеведущая Алеся Грибок  
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Photo: Michel Sidibe, UNAIDS Executive Director, and Alesya Gribok, 

actress, with the UNDP TV series “Above the Sky” CDs 
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